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The GrayTones
“How will they know if they have not heard?” Romans 10:14

March 2018

A Newsletter From ELCA Missionaries in Jerusalem

A Walk to Work

Adrainne – Writer, Deacon
Ben – Photographer, Runner
Sylvia – Grade 9, Studies Arabic
James - Grade 6, Bird Enthusiast

PRAYER REQUESTS/THANKSGIVINGS
•

We are tremendously thankful
to Triumphant Cross Lutheran
Church in Salem, NH for their
Covenant Sponsorship of our
work here! We hope to see
Pastor Scott Howard and the
congregation this summer.

•

We ask that you continue to
pray for our region, especially
after the most recent U.S.
Administration announcement
that plans to have the U.S.
Embassy relocated to Jerusalem
by May. There were protests in
the West Bank after this
announcement.

•

Pray for the full recovery of one
of our pastor’s daughter who
was born with hip dysplasia
(DDH). She underwent surgery
to stabilize her hip but has to
live in a body brace for the next
six weeks. Baby Zumot is only a
few weeks old.

Video by Ben Gray - Link to video: https://vimeo.com/257544887
Written by Adrainne Gray
We would like to share with you a video of our commute to work into the Old City, Jerusalem. When
we set out to work, we can take one or two routes, the Christian Quarter’s New Gate or the Muslim
Quarter’s Damascus Gate. The Old City is quartered oﬀ into four sections: Christian, Muslim, Jewish
and Armenian. The gates into the Old City are most notably mentioned in Nehemiah when he was
charged to rebuild the city walls, but the current day gates do not correspond directionally or by
name to the early mention in the Old Testament. The gates have been built and rebuilt many times
throughout the years.
But today, each gate has its unique essence and, we enjoy the opportunity to take in the quality and
culture of each. Each gate has its reputation as well. The Damascus Gate, which you see us traveling
through in the video, is known for being heavily patrolled by Israeli Defense Force (IDF) and the
unfortunate loss of life when tensions rise between Palestinians and IDF.
Some days we take the New Gate route in the Christian Quarter that never has IDF presence, only
under extreme circumstances. Both routes meander through the stalls of merchants who have
become friends, school children and the everyday buzz of a hopeful city.
As I write this, I wonder why sometimes we decide to take the Damascus Gate route? There are a
couple of practical reasons like it is less hilly, the aesthetics are stimulating, and maybe as a
reminder that all is NOT Kulishi Taman, or well, in the city when we witness random stop and frisks
of young, Palestinian men. It keeps us awake.
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CALENDAR

March 13 – Adrainne’s birthday
April 1 – Protestant/Catholic Easter in the
Holy Land (look for photos and sermons
from the ELCJHL at elcjhl.org)
April 8 – Orthodox/Ethiopian Easter
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Reliable News Outlets
“The single story creates stereotypes, and the problem with
stereotypes is not that they aren’t true, but they are
incomplete. They make one story become the only story.”~
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

CALENDAR cont.
April 16 – Ben’s birthday
May 8-10 – ELCJHL Overseas Partners
meeting (COCOP), Beit Jala
June 2 – James’ birthday

As former journalists, Ben and I have a hard time blindly accepting the written word on any subject as
ﬁnal and without skepticism. Anybody can be the expert online and many proclaim to know it all, but
know little about accurate, fair and timely coverage, and even less about being non-biased.
With a topic as sensitive as the Palestinian-Israeli conﬂict, the available neutral news sources gets real
slim, real fast.
Remember that what you are reading will have an agenda or a slant to one side or the other. To be
Christian means to seek a diﬀerent way, a third way, a way that is not black or white, this or that, but
presents realities that allow the reader to ﬁnd her own way.
“So we ﬁx our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but
what is unseen is eternal.” ~ 2 Corinthians 4:18

July – August 2018 - Homestay,
missionary conference (Chicago), sermons
and speaking engagements. Email if you’d
like us to visit your church or synod.
Adrainne.Gray@elca.org
June 23 – July 8 th – Atlanta, Georgia
July 12-15 – The Lutheran Deaconess
Association (LDA) Annual Meeting,
Baltimore
July 23 - 27 – Summer Missionary
Conference, Chicago

1.

The New York Times Middle East

2.

972 Magazine - English

3.

Al Jazeera World News – English

CONTACT, FRIEND, FOLLOW US!

4.

This Week in Palestine

5.

The Electronic Intifada

Facebook ELCJHL Facebook Ben’s
Facebook

6.

The Washington Post

Twitter ELCJHL Twitter
Instagram ELCJHL Instagram

Let us know if you have found others. Adrainne.gray@elca.org

Adrainne.gray@elca.org
ben.gray@elca.org

The ELCJHL News

Thegraytones.com

What’s been happening at the church?

WE OF THE ELCJHL STAND IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE HOLY SEPULCHRE CHURCH
PROTEST
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land is deeply concerned by the statement of
the Jerusalem Municipality declaring that churches in Jerusalem should pay municipal taxes (known as
Arnona). The Heads of Churches in Jerusalem have met and declared that such a statement is contrary
to the historic agreement between the churches in the Holy City of Jerusalem and the civil authorities
across the centuries. In addition, the Jordanian Government has declared that these measures violate
international and humanitarian laws, as well as the historical status quo. To continue reading…
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E-Newsletter http://eepurl.com/b_mOXL
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Jordan and the Holy Land
P.O. Box 14076 Muristan Road
Jerusalem via Israel 91140
+972-054-644-5220
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Dar al-Kalima School Offers a New Focus of Study for Students
By Dar Al-Kalima Principal Anton Nassar
Bethlehem, Palestine – Students and their parents, as well as the Administration of Dar Al-Kalima
Lutheran School (DAK), are excited about the new Literacy Stream expansion. Streams or tracks are an
intense focus in a students’ curriculum. Since 2000, when the school moved to its current location,
until the 2016-2017 academic year, we have oﬀered only a Science Stream leading to graduation. Not
having access to a Literacy Stream meant that students who wished to continue their liberal arts
studies of languages, history, geography, and humanities had to transfer to another school that oﬀered
the necessary graduation requirements for the Literacy Stream. To continue reading…
JOIN US IN MINISTRY

See the ELCJHL Lent and Easter Calendar
https://community.elca.org/jordanholyland

BISHOP EMERITUS YOUNAN ON SPEAKING TOUR IN THE UNITED STATES

Thank You

Thank You For Your Prayers and Support!
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