1
2

The GrayTones
“How will they know if they have not heard?” Romans 10:14

January 2018

A Newsletter From ELCA Missionaries in Jerusalem

Dr. Donald D. Gray

Adrainne – Writer, Deacon
Ben – Photographer, Runner

July 1, 1946 - December 19, 2017

Sylvia – Grade 9, Studies Arabic
James - Grade 6, Bird Enthusiast

PRAYER REQUESTS/THANKSGIVINGS
•

Thanks for your prayers. The
localized demonstrations have
decreased, at least near the
schools.

•

We were able to travel to be
with Ben’s father before his
father’s death, and for the
funeral. Thank you for your
prayers for safe travel and
comfort as we grieved. (See
main story on this page about
The Late Dr. Donald Gray)

•

We ask that you continue to
pray for our region, especially
after the most recent U.S.
Administration announcement
about Jerusalem. The place is
relatively calm with isolated
clashes, but the spirit of change
is in the air, which usually
comes at a price.

•

Pray for the new Bishop of the
ELCJHL, Bishop Azar, that he be
a beacon of peace for Palestinian
Christians and their neighbors.
(see story pg.2)

Photo by Ben Gray

By Ben Gray
As some of you already know, my father died from liver cancer just before Christmas. Thankfully I
was able to spend three weeks with him just after his diagnosis at the end of October, and the kids
and I were able to return to West Virginia the day before he died to spend his last moments
together.
Over the past few months, I have spent quite a bit of time thinking about who my father was and the
impact he had on my life. I’ve come to realize that most of what he taught me, he taught me with his
actions. I have always been the person to question authority and push limits, so any lectures
probably went in one ear and out the other anyway. What I can see is that the examples he set
became so ingrained in me that I didn’t fully recognize them until now. Let me tell you a little bit
about him.
Dad was an unquestionably dedicated husband. Marriage was a lifelong commitment… period. Sure,
we all annoy each other occasionally, but I never saw my parents ﬁght or belittle each other. There
was never a time where they wanted to be apart. My dad fully supported and encouraged all of my
mom’s artistic endeavors, even the ones that were slightly crazy and oﬀ the wall. Whatever made her
happy made him happy.
Dad was an incredibly hard worker. He was constantly writing, studying, grading, preparing for
lectures, teaching and experimenting. We saw him walk oﬀ to work every day and head to his home
oﬃce every evening. If school wasn’t in session, he was teaching short courses or pursuing research.
He never complained about work because he loved what he did, and he was very good at it.

CALENDAR

Jan. 20 - 28 – Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity; Jerusalem
Feb. 15 – Adrainne’s mom and brother
will visit us in Jerusalem for two weeks
March 13 – Adrainne’s birthday
April 1 – Protestant/Catholic Easter in the
Holy Land (look for photos and sermons
from the ELCJHL at elcjhl.org)
April 8 – Orthodox/Ethiopian Easter
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“Dr. Donald Gray” continued:
Dad had good, strong ﬁnancial sense. I watched him prepare the family taxes every year at the dining
room table. I watched him and my mom pay bills every month… including the credit card bills which
were ALWAYS paid in full. I listened to my parents discuss purchases and watched them spend
carefully when we shopped. We always lived beneath our means and always had money in the bank
for the future or to celebrate with family.
Dad was charitable. There were always donations to the church and to the organizations he believed
in. We had unwed mothers live with us in the 70s, adopted my brother in the 80s and most recently
we would receive our weekly phone call from home when he and my mom were out delivering Meals
On Wheels every Friday.
Dad was faithful. There was never a question that we would go to church on Sunday. I can only
remember one time we stayed home on a Sunday morning. There was a blizzard in Indiana and
conditions were so bad that everyone was asked to stay home, so we sat around the dining room
table and read the scriptures for the day.
I don’t think my dad understood why Adrainne and I were drawn to being Lutheran as we prepared
to get married, but he never questioned us about it. Both he and my mom are cradle Catholics,
though my dad’s father was Lutheran. This was our decision to make. He also was very apprehensive
about our accepting the call to Jerusalem because he worried about our family’s safety. I knew he
wasn’t critical of our decisions, but I never really knew if he fully accepted them. I was sure that
working closely with Bishop Munib Younan, who was at the forefront of Catholic/Lutheran
reconciliation during the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, made my dad proud. Maybe we could
all commune together in the future.

CALENDAR cont.
April 16 – Ben’s birthday
May 8-10 – ELCJHL Overseas Partners
meeting (COCOP), Beit Jala
June 2 – James’ birthday
July – August 2018 - Homestay,
missionary conference (Chicago), sermons
and speaking engagements. Email if you’d
like us to visit your church or synod.
AdrainneGray@elca.org
July 12-15 – The Lutheran Deaconess
Association (LDA) Annual Meeting,
Baltimore
July 23 - 27 – Summer Missionary
Conference, Chicago
CONTACT, FRIEND, FOLLOW US!

During my visit home in November, my dad called my mom, brother and me over to his easy chair,
where he had been going over his will. He wanted to read it to us and make sure we understood what
it said. After, he said he wanted to go over his wishes for his funeral Mass. There were only two…
There was to be no singing (he never liked singing in church). Then he looked me in the eyes and
said he wanted the organist to play “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”

Facebook ELCJHL Facebook Ben’s
Facebook

Clearly he fully accepted and was proud of our decisions.

Adrainnegray@elca.org

I would like to give a heartfelt thank you to our coworkers and the leadership of the ELCJHL
and ELCA who, without hesitation, told me to go be with my family despite all the work that
needed to be done for Christmas and to prepare for the installation of our new ELCJHL
bishop.

bengray@elca.org

We Have a New Bishop
“It’s an Honor to Accompany the Church with our Gifts During
This Change” ~ Adrainne
By Adrainne Gray
I remember once when I was a ﬂight attendant and we experienced quite a turbulent ﬂight, more so
than others. It was so turbulent and communication from the cockpit went silent, that the crew began
reviewing our evacuation procedures, all while keeping calm for our passengers’ sake. However, people
were screaming with each dip of the plane, and covering their heads in terror with each strike of
lightening. It was a tense, unsure approach to JKF. Finally, I received the call from the cockpit to
prepare for landing. We were going to have a normal landing, but the ﬂight crew kept on the ready for
any possible emergency situations.
We landed safely and while taxing to the jetway, I poked my head into the cockpit to ﬁnd the pilots
dripping in sweat and their neckties undone. I said, “Hey, that was a close one, huh?” One of the pilots
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responded, “That was awesome! We ﬁnally got to ﬂy this plane!”
Technology has made ﬂying fairly fool proof, but it can’t take the place of real human interaction when
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“We Have a New Bishop” continued:
out-of-the-ordinary circumstances arise. The pilots’ hours of ﬂight time, training, and wisdom was
necessary for what seemed like a chaotic ﬂight. They used their skills to bring us into JFK safely. Of
course it took Flight Control, a well-maintained aircraft, and our level-headed preparation to complete
the ﬂight successfully.
This is the analogy I use to describe the monumental change in leadership on January 12, 2018 and the
amount of work and dedication it took the entire staﬀ to make the consecration of Bishop Sani Ibrahim
Charlie Azar and the honoring of his predecessor, Bishop Munib Younan a success.
It’s what we came to do! See our ministry covering the events on the elcjhl social media pages, the
website and in the following Media Kit, which can be found at elcjhl.org along with photo galleries.
JOIN US IN MINISTRY

It was awesome!

https://community.elca.org/jordanholyland

Thank You
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